GEAR BOX

Floyd Rose Redmond Model 2

Rucuuciling Comtort and Spued

By Douglas Baldwin

ince its introduction in 1977, the Floyd

Hoser trumedo systerm bas become s vital

part of cortemporary music. Yet while
virtuosos lke Eddie Van Halen
Al SteveVal have proved the
value of its expressiveness,
many @ cormemen guilarist has
shiled away from the system’s
complex hardware, which has
heen known to necessitate
hour-long string-chanping
sessions. The new Speedloader system—
a redesigned tremolo svstem fit with spe-
clally constructed strings—tackles the
dilemma head on, and this Floyvd Rose
Hedmond series puitar is a line vehicle for
the system’s introductlon

HEADS UP!

Thae first thirg that catches theeye about the
Hedmond Muodel 2is the "stunt” headstock,
an vpen sithouette where you would noe-
meally find a standard six-in-line headstock.
This alone reveals much about both the
Speedloader and the Redmond: The lock-
ing nut and headstock tuners have been
eliminated, yet every effort has been mads
to retain the Ionk and feel of a traditional
Flowd Rose-equipped guitar. To eliminate
thie hassle o wrestling with hex wrenches,
string cutters, and microscopic pinch
mechanisms, Flovd Rose has developed a
special setof double bullet-ended strings,
which simply drop into place. A small trig-
et mechanism lecks the string behind the
hridge, and once the system is sussed out,
yorn can literally change strings in seconds,
tool-free. As Steely Dan sang in "Aja."
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Vloileranedy

“Throw out the hardware! Let's do e right,”

The change in hardware has not at wll
compromised the mystic Floyd Bose mojoe.
You can stll take a conservative, jaze-a-
vored chord progression and
turm It into Silly Purty, as in the
fipure helow, or you can calor
yorur shired solos with wang-bar
warbles and UFO-like oscilla-
tinns, Thenew deslgn and con-
struction of the tremnplo are
excellent, with no sharp edpes
of protruding line tuners o rip your hands
apart mid-gig. In short, the Speedloader |s
everything the old Floyd Rose system was
and—in a good way—Iiless,

REAL GUITAR INCLUDED!
[he Speedloader’s advantage over the
Steinberger system (which employs a simi-
Jar dloubsbe-ball string approsch) is that i feels
e like 2 conventional guitar This leeling
|5 enhared by the Model 2'%5slim, matte-fin-
{shed, tval-contoured neck. Yoo mibght, how-
ever, have hoped for a little more eve candy
than the plain-figured mapleand three-picce
ash body (reviewed). A texthook setup, coms-
plete with jumbo frets finlshed witha Glhson-
esque suared crown, made for a superb
overall playving experience. The Bedmond
Pescliel 2 hais o bright acoustic tone that is
enhanced by the remarkably clean Floyd
Frse Vintage series pickups. Full-hodied,
chime-triendly, and featuring very dis-
tinct personalitics, these sweel pickups

ire the lcing on an alrewdy tasty cake,

CONTACT Hoyd Rose, 425-B61-
7088, floydrose. com
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ﬁ FEATURES Three-pi vty ash (poplar also availakie)

mt i Zimgle ar walume
straploc ] Black, white, transparest red, fransparent biue 2400 with sirimgs, amd strapheck

positian ||i|:I|:up' sher:inr | nse Vintage
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